
Art at St. Joseph’s  

Intent  

At St Joseph’s Primary School, we believe that every child 
should learn about art in a way that is engaging, educational 
and relevant throughout their school years. Art holds a very 
important place within the primary curriculum; it helps to 
balance the weight of academic versus creative subjects, and 
supports the development of the whole child. By the time 
they leave primary school, children need the right skills and 
knowledge for their secondary education. It is important that 
they are able to see the relevance of art in their own lives. 
Furthermore, art develops transferable and high value skills 
for the world of work, like creativity and innovation.  

 

According to tate.org.uk, ‘Schools that integrate arts into 
their curriculum show improved student performance in 
maths, English, critical thinking and verbal skills’. At St    
Joseph’s, this starts in the early years and we have a        
particular focus on vocabulary. 

 

In line with, and in addition to, the National Curriculum   
Objectives for Art, our intent is that all pupils:  

 

• Develop imagination, self-expression and creativity 

• Develop self-confidence, self-discipline and resilience  

• Develop critical thinking, linking with tolerance 

• Develop their sense of self, promoting wellbeing 

 

 

At St Joseph’s, we take every opportunity to explore our  
locality and make natural links to the curriculum.    

 

Implementation  

St Joseph’s Art curriculum is progressive and has five strands 
that run throughout: generating ideas; using sketchbooks; 
making skills (including formal elements—line, tone, shape, 
texture, pattern, colour); knowledge of artists; and evaluat-
ing and sequencing. There are four core areas (drawing, 
painting and mixed media, sculpture and 3D, and craft and 
design) and these are repeated in in a spiral curriculum. This 
provides great clarity over knowledge and skills progression 
within the four areas. Children are given opportunities to 
develop mastery by revisiting core subject knowledge and 
applying that knowledge practically in a range of contexts 
with growing complexity. 

 

Creativity and independent outcomes are robustly embedded 
into teaching, supporting children in learning how to make 
their own creative choices and decisions, so that their art 
outcome, whilst still being knowledge-rich, are unique to the 
pupils. 

 

Lessons are always practical in nature and encourage experi-
mental and exploratory learning with pupils using sketch-
books to document their ideas. Differentiation for each lesson 
ensures that lessons can be accessed and enjoyed by all and 
opportunities are planned for to stretch children's learning. 

 

Pupils are supported to gain key knowledge and techniques, 
encouraging recall of skills processes, key facts and vocabu-
lary. Vocabulary is a focus, beginning in EYFS, with non-
negotiable vocabulary for all, including EAL, PP and SEND 
children.   

 

Art resources and tools are prioritised in school to allow staff 
to implement our scheme of work. Extra curricular and en-

richment activities relating to art include Lego club. The pro-
file of art is elevated by showcasing children’s art lessons on 
the school’s Facebook page and awards for art work in cele-

Impact 

At St Joseph’s, the expectation is that the majority of pupils 
will move through the programmes of study at broadly the same 
pace. Children are involved in the evaluation, dialogue and 
decision-making  about the quality of their outcomes and    
improvements they need to make. By taking part in this,      
children not only know facts and key information about art, but 
they will be able to talk confidently about their own learning     
journey, have higher metacognitive skills and have a growing 
understanding of how to improve. 

  

The expected impact of art at St Joseph’s is that children will: 

• Produce creative work, exploring and recording their 
ideas and experiences 

• Be proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other 
art, craft and design techniques 

• Evaluate and analyse creative works using subject-
specific language 

• Know about great artists and the historical and cultural 
development of their art 

• Meet the end of key stage expectations in the National 
Curriculum for Art and Design. 

 

Our assessments include formative assessments (AfL) made  
continuously throughout lessons, with targeted questioning, 
instant verbal feedback, self-assessment and peer assessment. 

 

 

 

 

Strengths:  

• EYFS develops firm foundations which support 
the KS1 and KS2 curriculum. 

• Quality first teaching. 

• Explicit teaching of art vocabulary is prioritised 
to embed ambitious vocabulary and support 
understanding.  

• High expectations of all children including 
SEND, EAL and PP.  

Development Priorities:  

• Begin to work towards attainment of the ‘Artsmark’ to inspire children to create, experience and        
participate in great arts culture. 

• Displays to include children’s Art achievements and labels 

At St. Joseph’s we place a strong emphasis on providing a primary curriculum that is driven by faith, enrichment, equality and diversity, learning for life, and oracy.  

Our curriculum aims to enhance the educational experience of all pupils by providing opportunities for intellectual, social, and personal growth. 



 Autumn Spring  Summer Notes  

Reception Drawing: Marvellous marks 
Exploring mark making through different drawing 
materials. Beginning to draw from observation 
using faces and self-portraits as a stimulus.  
 

Christmas Crafts 
Threaded snowflakes OR salt dough decorations 

Painting and mixed media: Paint my world 
Explore paint and painting techniques through nature, 
music & collaborative work. Develop creativity through 
child-led exploration of mixed-media, making collages 
and transient art.  

Sculpture and 3D: Creation station  
Explore sculptural qualities of malleable materials and 
natural objects; develop use of tools and joining tech-

niques; design/make clay animal sculptures.  

Craft and design: Let's get crafty  
 

Developing cutting, threading, joining and folding 
skills through fun, creative craft projects.  

 

Year 1 Drawing: Make Your Mark  

 

Developing observational drawing skills when 
exploring mark-making. Children use a range of 
tools, investigating how texture can be created in 
drawings. They apply their skills to a collabora-
tive piece using music as a stimulus and investi-
gate artists Bridget Riley and Zaria Forman.  

Painting: Colour Splash 

 

Exploring colour mixing through paint play, children 
use a range of tools and work on different surfaces. 

They create paintings inspired by Clarice Cliff and Jas-
per Johns.  

Craft & Design: Woven Wonders  

 

Learning fibre art skills such as plaiting, threading, 
knotting and weaving to create three-dimensional 
woven artworks inspired by artist Cecilia Vicuña.  

 

Year 2  Drawing: Tell a Story 

 

Using storybook illustration as a stimulus, chil-
dren develop their mark making to explore tone 
to show form. Experimenting with creating pat-
terned surfaces to add texture and detail to 
drawings, they create an illustration for a famil-
iar story  

Sculpture and 3D: Clay Houses 

 

Developing their ability to work with clay, children 
learn how to create simple thumb pots then explore 
the work of sculptor  

Rachel Whiteread and apply her ideas in a final piece 
that uses techniques such as cutting, shaping, joining 
and impressing into clay.  

Painting and Mixed Media: Life in Colour 

 

Developing colour mixing skills, learning about the 
work of artist Romare Bearden and creating textured 
papers using paint, children compose collages  

inspired by the exploration of colour and texture in 
the world around them. 

 

Year 3  Drawing: 

 

Developing an understanding of shading and 
drawing techniques to create botanical inspired 
drawings.  

Painting and mixed media: 

 

 Discovering how and why our ancient ancestors made 
art, experimenting with natural materials to make 
homemade paints and playing with scale to paint on a 
range of surfaces.  

Craft & Design: Ancient Egyptian Scrolls: 

 

Developing design and craft skills taking inspiration 
from Ancient Egyptian art and pattern and paper 
making.  

 

Year 4  Painting and Mixed Media: Light and Dark  

 

Developing colour mixing skills, using shades and 
tints to show form and create three dimensions 
when painting. Pupils learn about composition 
and plan their own still life to paint, applying 

chosen techniques  

Drawing: Power Prints  

 

Using everyday electrical items as a starting point, 
pupils develop an awareness of composition in drawing 
and combine media for effect when developing a draw-
ing into a print.  

Sculpture and 3D: Mega Materials 

 

Learning about the work of inspirational sculptors 
such as Sokari Douglas and Bonita Ely, children cre-
ate personal responses and make choices about tech-
niques and materials such as recycled materials and 
clay. Children develop their understanding of the 
making process to refine a finished piece.  

 

Year 5  Painting and Mixed Media:  

Self Portraits  

 

Using a poem to create a portrait, painting an 
enlarged section of a drawn collage and learning 
how to ‘think’ like an artist. Finding out about 
the work of artist Chila Kumari Singh Burman 

Drawing: I need space  

 

Exploring the purpose and impact of images from the 
‘Space race’ era of the 1950s and 60s; developing inde-
pendence and decision-making using open-ended and 
experimental processes; combining drawing and colla-
graph printmaking to create a futuristic image.  

Sculpture and 3D: Interactive installation  

 

Learning about the features of installation art and 
how it can communicate a message; exploring the 
work of Cai Guo-Qiang and discovering how our life 
experiences can inspire our art; investigating how 
scale, location and interactive elements affect the 
way visitors experience installation art.  

 

Year 6  Drawing: Make my voice heard Painting and Mixed Media:  Sculpture and 3D:   

Art—Curriculum Coverage  
At St. Joseph’s we place a strong emphasis on providing a primary curriculum that is driven by  

faith, enrichment, equality and diversity, learning for life, and oracy. Our Art curriculum aims to enhance the  
educational experience of all pupils by providing opportunities for intellectual, social, and personal growth. 



Faith in Art 
Our curriculum helps pupils to   
develop a deep understanding of 
their faith and how it informs their 
lives and interactions with others.  

Throughout our Art curriculum, we promote spirituality by encouraging children to ask Big Questions.  In 
lessons, we promote core values such as teamwork, cooperation and supportive partnerships. 

The topic of faith is threaded through our Art teaching and the opportunities offered to appreciate all 
faiths. Children are supported to grow in confidence in Art, viewing themselves as God’s creations and 
fulfilling their potential.  

Children are nurtured to understand that they are made in the image and likeness of God. 

At St. Joseph’s we place a strong emphasis on providing a primary curriculum that is driven by  

faith, enrichment, equality and diversity, learning for life, and oracy. Our curriculum aims to enhance the educational  

experience of all pupils by providing opportunities for intellectual, social, and personal growth. 

What Drives Our Art Curriculum? 

Oracy in Art 
Our curriculum provides pupils with 
opportunities to develop their speaking, 
listening and eloquence to raise aspira-
tions and prepare them for a lifetime of 
confident and effective communication.   

Learning for Life  
We aim to prepare pupils for the challenges 
and opportunities of the future. Our       
curriculum provides pupils with the skills, 
knowledge, and attitudes needed to succeed 
in a rapidly changing world, fostering inde-
pendence, creativity, and critical thinking. 

Enrichment in Art 
We believe that pupils should be    
challenged and inspired in their    
learning. Our curriculum offers a range 
of extra-curricular activities and     
opportunities for pupils to explore their 
passions and interests, fostering      
creativity and critical thinking. 

Equality and Diversity 
Our curriculum ensures that every   
student has access to a high-quality 
education regardless of their         
background or abilities. We reflect the 
diverse needs and interests of our   
pupils, providing a level playing field 
for all to succeed. 

Our Art curriculum is ambitious for all of our children and aims to embrace, celebrate, highlight and 
foreground diversity. All children access this curriculum regardless of additional need, disadvantage or 
social circumstance. The diversity of Britain is reflected in lesson plans and the language in lesson      
materials is non-discriminatory. Teachers actively avoid using stereotypes in classroom resources and 
examples. Artistic contributions of under-represented groups are highlighted throughout the year (as  
opposed to a focus during Black History Month). The artists that children study are chosen represent      
cultural, ethnic and social diversity. Careful and timely assessments ensure that all children keep up 
with the curriculum we have planned, and interventions or scaffolds are carefully planned. 

Enrichment in Art is centred around the topics and themes we carefully choose and hook children into.  
Every topic used in Art lessons is thoughtfully and deliberately chosen because of what it offers beyond 
the aspects of the Art curriculum.  

Activities are carefully planned to ensure that children become passionate about Art and artists.  We  
provide opportunities for the enrichment of Art through our active Lego Club and also with carefully   
selected educational visits and visitors. 

The specific skills, techniques and knowledge children develop through our ambitious Art curriculum   
ensure that they are fully equipped for the next stage of their education. In addition, we aim to equip 
children to see the relevance of art in their own lives.  

At St Joseph’s we value Art not just for its own sake, but for developing transferable and high value skills 
for the world of work: skills like self-expression and creativity, self-confidence, self-discipline and      
resilience, as well as critical thinking. Art helps our children develop their sense of self, links to         
tolerance and promotes their wellbeing. 

Our Art curriculum aims for children to learn to articulate ideas, develop understanding and engage with 
others through spoken language. In school, oracy is a powerful tool for learning; by teaching students to 
become more effective speakers and listeners we empower them to better understand themselves, each 
other and the world around them.  Teachers skilfully plan opportunities to model oracy in Art lessons and 
empower children to confidently take part in discussions.  We plan opportunities for children to speak 
publicly about Art and build their confidence so that they can articulately express opinions and learn 
through talking. 


